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(57) ABSTRACT 

Methods and apparatus implementing a technique for pro- 
cessing handwritten marks made on a machine-readable 
tablet. The technique includes providing multiple regions for 
input on the tablet; receiving from a user handwritten marks 
made in a current region of the plurality of regions; receiving 
from the user an indication that the current region is com- 
plete and thereupon selecting a different one of the plurality 
of regions as the current region in which to receive hand- 
written marks made by the user, whereby marks are received 
in a sequence of at least two regions; and representing the 
handwritten input as the aggregate of the marks written in 
the sequence of regions in a writing direction, the marks in 
different input regions having positions with respect to each 
other defined by a logical concatenation of the regions on the 
sequence of regions. The input can be arbitrarily-long mark- 
ings of any kind. 

39 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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HANDWRITTEN INPUT IN A RESTRICTED 
AREA 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to digital electronic systems 
that receive and use handwritten input in the nature of text. 

Handwritten computer input has traditionally been cap- 
tured using a stylus and a graphics tablet. Graphics tablets 
have a flat surface on which a user makes marks with the 
stylus that become electronic signals representing the suc- 
cessive positions of the stylus on the active area of the tablet. 
Many tablets, such as the graphics tablet products available 
from Wacom Technology Corporation of Vancouver, Wash., 
are pressure sensitive and provide pressure data along with 
position data. The Wacom tablets include tablets ranging in 
size from 4x5 to 18x25 (inches) and provide 256 levels (that 
is, eight bits) of pressure sensitivity. Other vendors provide 
larger and smaller tablets as well as tablets of different 
pressure sensitivity. Such tablets arc generally connected to 
a personal computer to provide a superset of the function- 
ality available with a mouse. In this configuration, position 
and pressure data are transmitted to an operating system or 
application program that ultimately generates display data 
on a display screen in response to gestures the user makes 
with the stylus on the tablet. 

An input tablet can also be integrated with a display 
device, such as a liquid crystal display device. Such display 
tablets are well known from their use in personal digital 
assistant (PDA) devices such as the Palm Pilot™ and Palm 
III™ organizers available from 3Com Corporation of Santa 
Clara, Calif. The input tablets on these devices are charac- 
teristically small, having an active area with a width on the 
order of two to two and one-half inches in the direction in 
which the user generally writes. 

An input tablet can also be integrated with a keyboard or 
notebook computer, or added to a computer as a separate 
device, as a substitute for a mouse or other pointing device. 
In some products, such input tablets are also pressure 
sensitive. 

With some input devices and software, marks made on a 
tablet can be erased or edited after they are made. The 
Wacom Erasing DuoS witch® UltraPen® stylus, for 
example, has an eraser end that can be recognized as an 
eraser by device driver software and application software. 
Input tablets that are used as substitutes for a mouse gen- 
erally support click and double -click functions. PDAdevices 
generally support editing functions that can be invoked by 
gestures made by the user on the device's display tablet, 
either in the form of editing marks drawn on the tablet or in 
the form of gestures that select editing buttons. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

/ Handwritten input in the nature of text is generally written 
' in lines of script or characters, either horizontally or 
vertically, and either left-to-right or right-to-left. The length 
of a handwritten input can easily exceed the writing width 
available on an input tablet. The invention provides methods 
and apparatus that allow a person using an input tablet — in 
particular, a small tablet of the kind often found on a PDA 
device or a notebook computer — to write and edit arbitrarily 
long text in a restricted area. 

In general, in one aspect, the invention features methods 
and apparatus implementing a technique for processing 
handwritten marks made on a machine-readable tablet. The 
technique includes providing multiple regions for input on 
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the tablet; receiving from a user handwritten marks made in 
a current region of the plurality of regions; receiving from 
the user an indication that the current region is complete and 
thereupon selecting a different one of the plurality of regions 

5 as the current region in which to receive handwritten marks 
made by the user, whereby marks are received in a sequence 
of at least two regions; and representing the handwritten ; 
input as the aggregate of the marks written in the sequence 
of regions in a writing direction, the marks in different input 

io regions having positions with respect to each other defined 
by a logical concatenation of the regions on the sequence of 
regions. The input can be arbitrarily-long markings of any 
kind. 

Advantageous implementations of the invention include 

15 one or more of the following features. A bounding box is 
defined for each input region and the bounding boxes are 
logically concatenated to define the positions of the marks in 
different input regions with respect to each other. Each 
bounding box has a length in the writing direction, which 

20 length is defined dynamically to fit the marks made in the 
region. Each bounding box has a width perpendicular to the 
writing direction, which width is the same for all bounding 
boxes. The bounding box for each input region has a leading 
boundary the position of which is fixed with respect to the 

25 input region and a trailing boundary the position of which 
varies with respect to the input region to accommodate the 
marks made in the input region. The input regions and the 
sequence of input regions have a writing direction but no 
other predefined structure with respect to the marks to be 

30 made within the input regions. The logical concatenation of 
regions includes logically concatenating a trailing edge of 
one region to a leading edge of an immediately subsequent 
region. The writing direction is horizontal or vertical. 
Handwritten marks can be received at any place and in 

35 any arbitrary order within the current region. Handwritten 
marks are displayed substantially simultaneously with the 
making of the marks. Handwritten marks are stored as mark 
data in a memory opcratively coupled to the tablet, and the 
stored mark data is combined to form the representation of 

40 the handwritten input. The mark data represents the marks 
made by the user as set of times and positions of a stylus on 
the tablet. Both a recently-written portion of the handwritten 
marks as made by the user and the marks made by the user 
in the current region are displayed while marks are being 

45 made in the current region. The tablet is a display tablet 
having an integrated display device. The recently-written 
portion of the handwritten marks as made by the user is 
displayed at a reduced size in a reviewing area on the display 
device. Unmarked space is logically trimmed from one end 

50 but not from the opposite end of each of the regions before 
logically concatenating the one end of the region with a 
sequentially neighboring region. The plurality of regions 
consists of two regions, and the user indicates that the 
current one of the two regions is complete by making a mark 

55 in the other one of the two regions. The display of the current 
region is cleared after the user indicates that the current 
region is complete. Handwritten marks can include editing 
marks such as marks denoting a modification of marks 
previously made in the current region. The modification can 

60 be erasure. The handwritten input can be a signature. The 
tablet has an active area with a length of less than about two 
and one-half inches in a writing direction. The marks written 
in each region in the sequence of regions are combined in an 
output stream as a chunk of data. This output stream includes 

65 a sequence of chunks, and the locations of bounding box 
boundaries are specified in the output stream. The handwrit- 
ten input is displayed in lines that break at input region 
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boundaries. The marks are received in a first region and a 
second region alternately and concatenated logically to an 
output stream. The mark data in the output stream are 
displayed by reflowing the mark data in units of chunks in 
a display area. The display area is a rectangular area defined 
within an electronic document. The sequence of chunks can 
be edited by deleting a chunk, by inserting a chunk, by 
replacing a chunk, by modifying a chunk, or by rearranging 
chunks. 

Advantages that may be seen in implementations of the 
invention include one or more of the following. The inven- 
tion allows a person to write and edit text comfortably and 
reliably, even when the input area is restricted. The invention 
allows a person to enter a signature comfortably in a 
restricted area. The use of input regions imposes no con- 
straints on what can be written or on the interpretation of 
what is written. 

The details of one or more embodiments of the invention 
are set forth in the accompanying drawings and the descrip- 
tion below. Other features and advantages of the invention 
will become apparent from the description, the drawings, 
and the claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a personal digital assistant showing 
a user interface in accordance with the invention. 

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a method for receiving and 
processing handwritten markings in accordance with the 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

(V FIG. 1 is a diagram of a personal digital assistant (PDA) 
100 showing a user interface in accordance with the inven- 
tion. The PDA is a small, self-contained computer that has 
a microprocessor, memory, input and output devices, and 
interfaces for add-on devices. The PDA 100 runs an oper- 
ating system that provides functionality and services for 
applications, that is, for computer programs configured to 
run on the PDA. 

As will be described in reference to both FIG. 1 and FIG. 
2, the display tablet of the PDA is controlled by software 
(computer program instructions) executed by the micropro- 
cessor and other elements of the PDA. The software imple- 
ments a process 200 (FIG. 2) that prepares the user interface 
shown on the display tablet for handwritten input (step 202) 
by defining input regions 104 and 106 in the input or active 
area of the display tablet (step 204). Two regions are 
sufficient, although more can be used, and the regions need 
only be high enough (for horizontal writing) or wide enough 
(for vertical writing) to allow a user to write one line height 
(or width) comfortably. Optionally, the process can define a 
reviewing area 102 for the user interface (step 206). The 
reviewing area 102 is used to display, in a reduced size, what 
the user has most recently written. Displaying the recent 
writing at one-fourth scale in the reviewing area provides 
good visual feedback to the user. 

^ The process 200 can be invoked by, or implemented in, 
any program running on the PDA that requires or can accept 
handwritten input. After having prepared the user interface, 
Che process receives input (step 210) in the form of marks 
made by the user on the tablet in one of the regions (step 
*212). The process displays the marks on the display tablet 
where the marks were made (step 214) as the marks are 
made; or, if the input tablet is not a display tablet, the process 
can display the marks on a monitor or other display device 
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connected to the computer running the process. If a review- 
ing area has been defined, the marks made in the current 
region are also displayed in the reviewing area. 
Having begun writing in one of the input regions, the user 

5 can continue writing in the region by making marks at any 
place and in any order within the region. Thus, the user can 
go back and dot i f s and cross t's. If the underlying operating 
system or application software supports erasure or other 
editing of marks on the input tablet, the user can use all 

10 supported forms of erasure and editing. The user can start 
over in the region by clicking the "clear" button 108 (FIG. 
1), which causes the process to erase the region and allow 
the user to begin writing again. When the user is done with 
the current input region, the user can so indicate by making 

15 a mark in a different one of the input regions (step 218). The 
process then optionally trims the completed region (step 
220) by logically trimming unmarked space from one end 
but not from the opposite end of the region before adding the 
marks in the region to an output stream. By trimming the 

20 unmarked space from the right of the region but not the left, 
the process allows the user to insert space intentionally 
within the writing by leaving blank space at the left of a 
region, while not compelling the user to write all the way to 
the right margin to avoid inserting unintended space. This 

25 provides a natural writing interface for a user writing 
left-to-right, and the same technique can be used, mutatis 
mutandis, for writing that runs in any other directioa 

The trimming can be accomplished by defining a bound- 
ing box for each input region. To define the positions of the 

30 handwritten marks from different input regions with respect 
to each other, the bounding boxes are logically concatenated. 
The length of each bounding box in the writing direction is 
defined dynamically to fit the marks made in the correspond- 
ing input region. The width of each bounding box perpen- 

35 dicular to the writing direction is advantageously set to be 
the same for all bounding boxes and the same as the width 
of the input region. To define the length dynamically, the 
bounding box for each input region has a leading boundary 
the position of which is fixed with respect to the input region 

40 and a trailing boundary the position of which varies with 
respect to the input region to accommodate the marks made 
in the input region. As each input region is used or reused, 
a new bounding box is defined for the marks newly made in 
the region. 

The trimmed region defines a chunk of data, which is 
added to the output stream (step 224). The display of marks 
in the reviewing region also reflects the trimming of the 
region (step 228). In this way, the region just completed is 
5Q logically concatenated with the sequentially preceding 
region, and all neighboring regions are logically concat- 
enated to form a representation of the user's handwritten 
input. 

If the user has more marks to make, the process continues 
5S (the "no" branch from decision step 230) by repeating the 
actions of receiving marks (now in the newly selected 
region), displaying the marks in the region, and displaying 
the marks in the reviewing area (collectively, step 210). 
In FIG. 1, the input regions 104 and 106 and the reviewing 
50 area 102 are shown as displaying a signature that was begun 
in input region 106 and completed in input region 104. In 
actual operation, the process would not display the hand- 
written marks in both input regions as shown. The process 
clears the display of the current region after the user indi- 
65 cates that the current region is complete. 

The user can indicate that both the current region and the 
entire input sequence are complete by selecting the "done" 
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button 110 (FIG. 1) on the user interface. When this occurs, the invention by operating on input data and generating 

the last region can be, but need not be, trimmed (step 220), output. The invention can advantageously be implemented 

as has been described. It is then added to the output stream. in one or more computer programs that are executable on a 

The process then provides the entire output stream to a programmable system including at least one programmable 

program — typically, an application that requested the input 5 processor coupled to receive data and instructions from, and 

(step 250 and "yes" branch of decision step 230). 10 transmit data and instructions to, a data storage system, at 

The markings made by the user are stored as data in a least one ^ device, and at least one output device. Each 

random access memory of the PDA under control of the computer program can be implemented in a high-level 

application and operating software of the device. The data procedural or object-oriented pro^arnmmg language, or in 

typically takes the form of sample times and corresponding W assembly or machine language if desired. The language can 

positions and pressures, if the device is pressure sensitive. be f compiled or interpreted language. Suitable processors 

_ . . . . - . . . nnA include, by way of example, both general and special n 

The output stream is maintained in memory in the PDA. . r _ ° r ... u 

-ru I- TT. . , j . j ui^jiuiu^r^ purpose microprocessors. Generally, a processor will W 

The output stream is stored using a data structure, such asa . , . c _ J J ■ I 

•> i « «. , . . . 6 t . f * . . receive instrucuons and data from a read-only memory 

hr^dl^matmaon^ a me 

thereby preserving region boundary mformaUon and allow- fof embodying computer program instructions and ! 

ing programs that ^receive and process the output stream , to daU aU forms * f me mory, including by \ 

process the output stream in chunk units. Alternatively, the of le ^^clar memory devices, such as i, 

output stream can be stored asa linear array or list of sample rn n m . cr Dn/Mi , n , , ,. 

• . ... . , , ., . A . f t . - : EPROM, EEPROM, and flash memory devices; magnetic » 

pomtswith additional oate specifying the location of region _ . . ^ , ... > r , mftVflKlr S^. , 



disks such as internal hard disks and removable disks; 
magneto-optical disks; and CD-ROM disks. Any of the 



(that is, chunk) boundaries. 20 

The output stream can be processed by an application fo^ouV canlx^^ "in" 

program running on the device that received the handwriting ( ap phcation-specinc integrated circuits), 

or by an application program on a different computer that A proocssing systcm for 

receives the output stream data. For example, an output mentin ^ of rfonni methods of me mvention 

stream in a Palm III organizer can be transmitted to a indudes a processorj a random access memory (RAM), a 

personal computer {step ^) such as a computer running m m (fof m { a writa51e read _ oaly 

the Microsoft® Windows® 95 operatmg system or the * e * ^ ^ a& a fl £ h RQM) a[] m ^ 

Apple ^ComputerMacmtoshjS 'operating system, using the a device co^Uer, and M i^ut/output 

Palm Computing® Palm OS HotSync® architecture. 3Q by a processor (CPU) bus. The 

An application program can manipulate the output stream system can ^ preprogrammed in ROM or it can be pro- 
data in a number of useful ways (step 260). The application grammed (and reprogrammed) by loading a program from 
can fit cubic curves, such as B£zier curves, and splines to the another source 

data (step 270). The application can express the data in a The ^ been described in terms of particular 

page description language, such as the PostScript® 3S embodinleots . other embodiments are within the scope of 

language, by fitting the sample data points to drawing the foUcwing claims. For example, the steps of the invention 

elements supported by the language, and the page descnp- can be pcrformcd ^ a different order and still achieve 

Uon language representaUon can be rendered for display or fCSults Thc m rc ^ ocs ^ rcvicwin g arca havc 

printing (step 272). Hie application can display the data in beeQ mustrated 35 mQnillg horizontally. For input in Ian- 

any of the foregoing forms in a target region, such as a ^ vertic ally, me ^ regions ^ reviewing 

rectangular region within an electronic document flowing area would ^ &Dm t to bottom on ^ ^ ut ublet< ^ 

the data into the target region in chunk units, which will ^ ^ ^ m lHOnl device ^ lhe marks made by me 

cause the displayed representation of the handwriting to ^ Qm ^ dig u d Qa g differem device ^ 

have hue breaks only at the onmna input-region boundaries can ^ implemeDted on a palm> notebook, desktop, or other 

(step 264). ^ssurec^ 4S fonn of a oo^^ The samplmg of me input Ublet can be 

thickness of displayed hues and curves. done at a variable rate as well as a fixed rate. A completed 

The application can edit the sequence of chunks m the rcgion cao ^ trimmed to a bounding box around thc 

output stream by deleting a chunk, by inserting a chunk, by mar kings, or thc two ends of the bounding box perpendicular 

replacing a chunk, and by rearranging chunks (step 268). to me writing direction can be trimmed while leaving the 

Either as a set of points or in a vector representation, each 50 sides of me bounding box parallel to the writing direction 

individual chunk can be edited using bitmap or vector fixed A edge ^ of ^ current region ^ ^ 

oriented editing tools. reproduced at the leading edge margin of what will be the 

The application can also apply a handwriting recognition next region so that the user can align and join markings 

process to the output stream data to convert the markings across region boundaries easily and accurately. If the user 

data into text data (step 274). 55 does join marks across region boundaries, the pair of regions 

The process 200 can be implemented using commonly- can be treated as a single chunk when rc flowing the output 

available software development tools for the platform or stream. The bounding box, or markers identifying the loca- 

platfonns on which the computer programs implementing tions of one or more sides of the bounding box, and in 

the process are to run. particular a marker identifying the location of the trailing 

The invention can be implemented in digital electronic 60 edge side of the bounding box, can be displayed with the 

circuitry, or in computer hardware, firmware, software, or in marks made by the user. The reviewing area can be imple- 

combinations of them. Apparatus of the invention can be mented with scrolling, so that the user can scroll to and 

implemented in a computer program product tangibly select a chunk of data, display it, edit it, and restore it to the 

embodied in a machine-readable storage device for execu- output stream, 

lion by a programmable processor. Method steps of the 65 What is claimed is: 

mvention can be performed by a programmable processor 1. A method for processing handwritten input received as 

executing a program of instructions to perform functions of marks made on a machine-readable tablet, comprising: 
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providing a plurality of predefined regions for input on the 
tablet; 

receiving from a user handwritten marks made in a 
current region of the plurality of predefined regions; 

receiving from the user an indication that the marks in the 5 
current region are complete and thereupon providing a 
different one of the plurality of predefined regions as 
the current region in which to receive handwritten 
marks made by the user, whereby completed marks are 
received in a sequence of at least two regions; 10 

repeating the acts of receiving marks and providing a 
different region until the user indicates that the hand- 
written input is complete, wherein a region can be 
reused as a current region without overwriting marks 15 
previously made by the user in the region when it was 
previously the current region; and 

representing the handwritten input as a concatenation of 
the completed marks as written in the sequence of 
regions, the completed marks being concatenated in a 2 o 
writing direction, the completed marks having posi- 
tions with respect to each other defined by a logical 
concatenation of their respective regions in the 
sequence in which regions were marked. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 25 
defining a bounding box for each region and logically 

concatenating the bounding boxes to define the posi- 
tions of the completed marks in different regions with 
respect to each other. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein: 30 
each bounding box has a length in the writing direction, 

which length is defined dynamically to fit the marks 
made in the region. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein: 

the bounding box for each region has a leading boundary, 35 
the position of which is fixed with respect to the region, 
and a trailing boundary, the position of which varies 
with respect to the region to accommodate the marks 
made in the region. 

5. The method of claim 3, wherein: 40 
representing the handwritten input comprises combining 

in an output stream mark data derived from each region 
as a chunk of data to form a sequence of chunks with 
the locations of bounding box boundaries being speci- 45 
fied in the output stream. 

6. The method of claim 5; wherein: 

the tablet is a display tablet integrating an input tablet and 

a display device; 
the plurality of predefined regions consists of two pre- 50 

defined regions; and 
the user indicates that the current one of the two regions 

is complete by making a mark in the other one of the 

two regions; the method further comprising: 
receiving handwritten marks at any place and in any 55 

arbitrary order within the current region; 
displaying a recently-written portion of the handwritten 

marks at a reduced size in a reviewing area on the 

display device; ^ 
displaying on the display device the handwritten marks 

made by the user in the current region substantially 

simultaneously with the making of the marks; 
clearing the display of the current region after the user 

indicates that the current region is complete; 65 
storing the received handwritten marks as mark data in a 

memory opcralively coupled to the tablet; and 
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combining the stored mark data from each region as a 
chunk in the output stream. 

7. The method of claim 2, wherein: 

each bounding box has a width perpendicular to the 
writing direction, which width is the same for all 
bounding boxes. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the regions have a 
writing direction but no other predefined structure with 
respect to the marks to be made within the regions. 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the logical concatena- 
tion of regions comprises logically concatenating a trailing 
edge of one region to a leading edge of an immediately 
subsequent region. 

10. The method of claim 1, wherein 

the writing direction defines the direction in which groups 

of characters are written and read; and 
the writing direction is horizontal. 

11. The method of claim 1, wherein 

the writing direction defines the direction in which groups 

of characters are written and read; and 
the writing direction is vertical. 

12. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
receiving handwritten marks at any place and in any 

arbitrary order within the current region. 

13. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
displaying a representation of the handwritten marks 

being made in the current region substantially simul- 
taneously with the making of the marks. 

14. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
storing the handwritten marks as mark data in a memory 

operauvely coupled to the tablet; and 
combining the stored mark data to form the representation 
of the handwritten input. 

15. The method of claim 14, wherein: 

the mark data represents the marks made by the user as set 
of times and positions of a stylus on the tablet. 

16. The method of claim 14, further comprising: 
displaying a recently-written portion of the handwritten 

marks as made by the user and displaying the marks 
made by the user in the current region while marks are 
being made in the current region. 

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the tablet is a display 
tablet having an integrated display device, the method 
further comprising: 

displaying on the display device both the recently-written 
portion of the handwritten marks as made by the user 
and the marks being made in the current region. 

18. The method of claim 17, wherein displaying the 
recently-written portion of the handwritten marks com- 
prises: 

displaying the recently- written portion of the handwritten 
marks at a reduced size in a reviewing area on the 
display device. 

19. The method of claim 1, wherein: 

logical concatenation of the sequence of regions com- 
prises logically trimming unmarked space from one end 
but not from the opposite end of each of the regions 
before logically concatenating the one end of the region 
with a sequentially neighboring region. 

20. The method of claim 1, wherein: 

the plurality of regions consists of two regions; and 
the user indicates that the current one of the two regions 

is complete by making a mark in the other one of the 

two regions. 
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21. The method of claim 20, wherein the tablet is a display 
tablet having an integrated display device, the method 
further comprising: 

displaying on the display device a representation of the 
handwritten marks being made in the current region 
substantially simultaneously with the making of the 
marks; and 

clearing the display of the current region after the user 
indicates that the current region is complete. 

22. The method of claim 1, wherein: 

receiving handwritten marks in the current region 
includes receiving editing marks including marks 
denoting a modification of marks previously made in 
the current region. 

23. The method of claim 22, wherein: 
the modification is erasure. 

24. The method of claim 1, wherein: 
the handwritten input is a signature. 

25. The method of claim 1, wherein: 

the tablet has an active area with a length of less than 
about two and one-half inches in the writing direction. 

26. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
displaying the handwritten input in lines that break at the 

region boundaries. 

27. The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of 
regions consists of a first region and a second region, the 
method further comprising: 

receiving marks in the first region and the second region 
alternately and concatenating to an output stream mark 
data derived from each region as a chunk of data to 
form a sequence of chunks. 

28. The method of claim 27, further comprising: 
displaying the mark data in the output stream by reflowing 

the mark data in units of chunks in a display area. 

29. The method of claim 28, wherein the display area is 
a rectangular area defined within an electronic document. 

30. The method of claim 27, further comprising: 
editing the sequence of chunks by deleting a chunk, by 

inserting a chunk, by replacing a chunk, by modifying 
a chunk, or by rearranging chunks. 

31. Apparatus comprising a storage medium tangibly 
embodying program instructions operable for causing a 
programmable processor to: 

provide a plurality of predefined regions for input on the 
tablet; 

receive from a user handwritten marks made in a current 
region of the plurality of predefined regions; 

receive from the user an indication that the marks in the 
current region are complete and thereupon provide a 
different one of the plurality of predefined regions as 
the current region in which to receive handwritten 
marks made by the user, whereby completed marks are 
received in a sequence of at least two regions; 
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repeat the acts of receiving marks and providing a differ- 
ent region until the user indicates that the handwritten 
input is complete, wherein a region can be reused as a 
current region without overwriting marks previously 
made by the user in the region when it was previously 
the current region; and 

represent the handwritten input as a concatenation of the 
completed marks as written in the sequence of regions, 
the completed marks being concatenated in a writing 
direction, the completed marks having positions with 
respect to each other defined by a logical concatenation 
of their respective regions in the sequence in which 
regions were marked. 

32. The apparatus of claim 31, further comprising instruc- 
tions operable for causing a programmable processor to 
perform the method of claim 30. 

33. The apparatus of claim 31 further comprising instruc- 
tions operable for causing a programmable processor to: 

define a bounding box for each region and logically 
concatenating the bounding boxes to define the posi- 
tions of the completed marks in different regions with 
respect to each other. 

34. The apparatus of claim 31, wherein the regions have 
a writing direction but no other predefined structure with 
respect to the marks to be made within the regions. 

35. The apparatus of claim 31, wherein the logical con- 
catenation of regions comprises logically concatenating a 
trailing edge of one region to a leading edge of an imme- 
diately subsequent region. 

36. The apparatus of claim 31, further comprising instruc- 
tions to: 

receive handwritten marks at any place and in any arbi- 
trary order within the current region. 

37. The apparatus of claim 31, further comprising instruc- 
tions to: 

display a representation of the handwritten marks being 
made in the current region substantially simultaneously 
with the making of the marks. 

38. The apparatus of claim 31, wherein: 

the plurality of regions consists of two regions; and 
the user indicates that the current one of the two regions 

is complete by making a mark in the other one of the 

two regions. 

39. The apparatus of claim 31, wherein the plurality of 
regions consists of a first region and a second region, the 
apparatus further comprising instructions to: 

receive marks in the first region and the second region 
alternately and concatenate to an output stream mark 
data derived from each region as a chunk of data to 
form a sequence of chunks. 
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